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the country -were ever so extensive. It has no similarity to a head connected with a body.1
])r. Wctherell, Master of University College, Oxford, accompanied us home from church; and after he was gone, there came two other gentlemen, one of whom uttered the commonplace complaints, that by the increase of taxes, labour would be dear, other nations would undersell us, and our commerce would be ruined. JOHNSON, (smiling.) ' Never fear, Sir. Our commerce is in a very good state; and suppose we had no commerce at all, we could live very well on the produce of our own country.' I cannot omit; to mention, that I never knew any man who was less disposed to be querulous than Johnson. Whether the subject was his .own situation, or the state of the publick, or the state of human nature in general, though he saw the evils, his mind was turned to resolution, and never to whining or complaint '.
We went again to St. Clement's in the afternoon. He had found fault with the preacher in the morning for not choosing a text adapted to the day. The preacher in the afternoon hud chosen one extremely proper: ' It is finished.'
After the evening service, he said,' Come, you shall go home with me, and sit just an hour." But he was better than his word ; for after we had drunk tea* with Mrs. Williams, he asked me to j;o up to his study with him, where we sat a long while together in a .serene undisturbed frame of mind, .sometimes in silencr, and sometimes conversing, a.s we felt ourselves inclined, or more properly speaking, as he was inclined \ for {luring all the course of my long intimacy with him, my respectful attention never abated, and my wish to hear him was .such, that I constantly watched every
1 ' Aa h« liberally confi'sst'tl that all his own disappointments pro» cecdctl from lwn.sdf, lu« luurd to luntr oilu'r.t complain of gt-wral injustice.' Pio&d'H Ant't\ p. 251, St-c/V.*/, t'lul of May, 1781, untl March 23,1783.
9 ' HoHWfll and 1 went to church, hut rumr very httt*. We thru took tea, by Hoswrll'H drsiiv; and I rat om- bun, 1 think, that I might not seem to fust ostentatiously.' /'/'. tttitl Mttt. p, ijH.
dawning. out of your own hands; or those which you can entirely rely on.' Burke's Corrcs. ii. 462. See also post, iii. 53, April i, 1781, Jan. 20,1782, and April 10, 1783. 1 See ante, ii. 343.
